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From: Fred Wolters

To: Mike Powell

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 5:10 PM

Subject: More regulation, less concentration of media ownership, please

Dear Chairman Powell:

| would like to voice my disagreement with the FCC's proposal! to change the
present rules limiting how many radic and television stations and newspapers
a single company can own.

I've read arguments saying that new media such as the internet and satellite
radio open enough opportunity for diversity of opinion that radio ownership
regulations are no longer needed, but | disagree. Radio, TV and newspapers
are the main windows to the world for many people, who neither use the
internet for purposes of public affairs information nor listen to satellite

radio.

The airwaves are a public resource. Those who are given the use of them
should have to serve the community by presenting diverse opinion, news
sources, entertainment, etc. The concentration of the media into fewer hands
does a disservice to the community and should be regulated.

Furthermore, | would like to mention that | find it passing strange that the
FCC has no information about this pending policy change on their website nor
do they seem to be inviting public comment. It almost seems that they are
trying to avoid informing the public and asking for public input. | think it

is time for Congress to take an interest in these matters and pass

legislation that will encourage diversity in radio and television.

Thanks,

Fred Wolters

For alternative news, check out http://mww.commondreams.org
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From: Suzanne DeBrosse

To: Kathleen Abernathy, KM KJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein, Mike Powell, Michael
Copps

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 5:11 PM

Subject: Upcoming FCC Vote

Dear Chairman Powell & Commissioners :

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in
the
false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and

radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
updermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the
2?52 of broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have
failed in their public trust to provide crucial unbiased information to

:thblic about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq.

gr? American concerned about our democracy, | call on you to break up the

media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of
organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness

Doctrine.
Thank you,

Suzanne DeBrosse

Suzanne DeBrosse, Media Literacy Educator
212 Buckingham Drive, Colchester VT 05446
802-860-4779

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change
the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever does.” - Margaret Mead o
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From: Suzanne DeBrosse

To: Kathleen Abernathy, KM KJIMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein, Mike Powell, Michael
Copps

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 511 PM

Subject: Upcoming FCC Vote

Dear Chairman Powell & Commissioners :

Regarding the upcoming FCC vote, further consolidation of the media in
the
false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact reversed. TV and

radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the
high

cost of broadcast commercials during elections. The media companies have .

failed in their public trust to provide crucial unbiased information to

the

public about most public issues, most notably the drive to war in Iraq.

As

an American concerned about our demecracy, | cali on you to break up the

media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of
organizations and independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness

Doctrine.
Thank you,

Suzanne DeBrosse

Suzanne DeBrosse, Media Literacy Educator
212 Buckingham Drive, Colchester VT 05446
802-860-4779

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change
the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever does." - Margaret Mead
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From: michelie@michellebenoit.com
To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 518 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children’s
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Michelle Benoit
1418 C Washington Blvd.
San Francisco, California 24129

cc:
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Nancy Pelosi


mailto:michelle@michellebenoit.com
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From: Dave Kroske

To: Mike Powell, Kathieen Abernathy, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 6:58 PM

Subject: June 2nd ruling

Commissioners:

| want to register my VERY Strong opposition to allowing more consolidation of ownership of FCC
licenses. | feel it is extremely important to have ownership of media be varied! Pretty soon there will be
only a few owners and there view of what is “news worthy' is all we will hear! The fact that this vote is
happening virtually unpublicized, shows that the the business interest of the media is all that counts. The
licenses belong to the people. If you vote for increased consolidation, you will be blatantly ignoring your
charter as stewards supporting the public interest.

Sincerely,
Dave Kroske
San Jose, Ca
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From: Dave Kroske

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, KM KIMWEB, Michael Copps, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 6:58 PM

Subject: June 2nd ruling

Commissioners:

| want to register my VERY Strong opposition to allowing more consolidation of ownership of FCC
licenses. | feel it is extremely important to have ownership of media be varied! Pretty soon there will be
only a few owners and there view of what is ‘news worthy' is all we will hear! The fact that this vote is
happening virtually unpublicized, shows that the the business interest of the media is all that counts. The
licenses belong to the people. If you vote for increased consolidation, you will be blatantly ignoring your
charter as stewards supporting the public interest.

Sincerely,
Dave Kroske
San Jose, Ca
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From: cfilmvideo@aol.com

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 7:39 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on breadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Randy Atkins
3905 sw 12th st
High Springs, Florida 32643

cc:
Senator Bob Graham
Representative Cliff Stearns
Senator Bill Nelson


mailto:cfilmvideo@aol.com
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From: Mary Linton or Brad

To: Commissioner Adelstein

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 824 PM

Subject: Media ownership & concentration - Proposed rules
Hi.

I heard Commissioner Adelstein on the radio recently on the topic of
proposed rules on increasing media ownership concentration. | wanted to
send my comments. 1 tried the ECFS (Electronic Comment Filing System)
on the FCC website, using docket number 02-277; the system told me |
could not submit comments. 1 haven't been able to find cut why | cannot
submit comments, whether | used the wrong number, | have missed a
cut-off date, or what.

At any rate, here are my comments. |f you can help me direct them where
they will be counted, | would greatly appreciate your help.

April 18, 2003
Dear FCC:

| am writing to you today regarding Docket No. 02-277, The Biennial
Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules. To promote
competition, diversity and local content, the FCC should retain the
current media ownership rules and should impose even stricter public
interest requirements.

By allowing our media outlets to merge print and broadcast facilities,
citizens will have fewer and less diverse sources of news and
information available. This will seriously weaken the public’s ease of
access to important news, and as a result it is a serious threat to the
very foundation of our nation’s democracy.

| believe we have seen a lot of increasing media concentration since

1996. These proposed rule changes are not making the news on any of the
now-even-larger media conglomerates - of course not, since it would not

be in their interest to have the public aware of these proposed

changes. They stand to see much greater profits through increasing
oligopoly. The only way | heard of these rule changes was via public TV
and public radic.

Did the commissioners ever study economics? Do you remember the
concepts of monopoly, natural monopoly, oligopoly and "economic
profit"? If any of the commissioners are rusty, this would be a great
time to brush up.

| saw mention in some FCC document of better or improved programming as

a potential benefit of greater media concentration. | think this

"potential" benefit is a fantasy. With the increased concentration

since 1996, | have seen no improvement in programming in the for-profit
sector at all. There are more channels, but because of 50 much commaon
ownership, the number of channels does not correlate with more real
choice or more or better information for the public.
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The public interest will best be served by preserving media ownership
rules in question in this proceeding.

In addition, | strongly encourage the Commission to hold hearings in all
parts of the country and solicit the widest possible participation from
the public.

Thank you,

Mary Linton

106 Pebble Place
San Ramon, CA 94583
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From: amberdawn01@yahoo.com
To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 8:52 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any reguiatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Amber Alves
1309 High Street
Santa Cruz, California 95060

cC:
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer

Representative Sam Farr


mailto:yahoo.com
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From: cassmonhee@hotmail.com
To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 8:53 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Befare making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Cassandra Hazen
6085 Monte Verde Ct.
Castro Valley, California 94552

cc:

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Barbara Lee


mailto:cassmonee@hotmail.com

From: dnesbitt@idiom.com

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 9:04 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Dale Nesbitt
1712 Marin Ave
Berkeley, California 94707-2206

cc:

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Barbara Lee


mailto:dnesbitt@idiom.com
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From: Gene Bryson

To: Mike Powell

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 9:38 PM

Subject: deregulation of media outlet ownership

It still seems to me that the Bush Administration and you are determined
to limit access to the airwaves by deregulating the no. of media

outlets a corporation can own. The guys with the biggest bank account
wins it all. It seems to fit all too easily with the current

administration's desire to controll the media content. So ultimately we
have a military/industrial/monopolistic propaganda machine. Is this
your idea of democracy? Should the richest be given divine rights of
rulership i.e. the monarchs of the middle ages?



From: clarkjd@multipro.com

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 9:51 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein

Dear FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
in its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules.

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day. Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development.

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming.
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less original programming for children.

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected.

Sincerely,

Donald Clark
P.0.Box 220
Pleasant Hill, Tennessee 38578

CC:

Senator Bill Frist
Representative Lincoln Davis
Senator Lamar Alexander

__ Paget
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From: LNeve34@aol.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 10:31 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:LNeve34@aoI.com
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Sincerely,

Loyd Neve
256 N 117 Ave
Omaha, Nebraska 68154
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From: LNeve34@aol.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Sun, Apr 27, 2003 10:31 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant medification of these

rules would likely cpen the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it propesed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Sincerely,


mailto:LNeve34@aol.com
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Loyd Neve
256 N 117 Ave
Omaha, Nebraska 68154
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From: Micki98226@aol.com

To: Commissioner Adelstein
Date: Mon, Apr 28, 2003 12:04 AM
Subject: FCC cross cwnership rules

The FCC must preserve existing cross ownership rules to help ensure that

local newspapers and broadcasters remain separate watchdogs over one another.

Given the trends toward corporate ownership concentration, what media
diversity and competitiveness remains is critically necessary to serve the
public interest.

There has not been adequate and open debate on this very important issue
before the FCC -- do not lift the ban on the cross ownership rules. The
cross ownership rules have worked well for a quarter of a century -- it's not
broke, so don't try to fix it! Especially when most Americans are in the

dark on this issue.

Michaelyn Jackson
Bellingham WA 98226


mailto:Micki98226@aol.com
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From: maryann_oco OCONNOR
To: Mike Powell

Date: Mon, Apr 28, 2003 1:.07 AM
Subject: do not loosen regs

Dear Mr. Powell,
Speaking for myself and on behalf of relatives and friends, we ask that you do not loosen regulations. We
ask that you do not act to increase concentration of media into fewer hands. Democracy itself is at stake.
Your job is to act on behalf of the public interest.

Mary Ann O'Connor

4332 E. Nisbet Rd

Phoenix, Arizona
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From: Lia vondamm

To: Mike Powell

Date: Mon, Apr 28, 2003 1:08 AM

Subject: I do NOT support MEDIA CONSOLIDATION!INI

| am writing to you today to comment on Docket No.
02-277, The Biennial

Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules.
In its goals to

promote competition, diversity and localism in today's
media market, |

strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the
current media

ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the
public interest

by

limiting the market power of already huge companies in
the broadcast

industry.

| do not believe that the studies commissioned by the
FCC accurately

demonstrate the negative affects media deregulation
and consolidation

have

had on media diversity. While there may be indeed be
more sources of

media than ever before, the spectrum of views
presented have become

more

limited. PLUS, economically the mergers of media cause
JOB reduction (in a bad economic times, the last thing
we need are less jobs!) and with Nationat advertising
small businesses are severly affected because they
cannot afford the advertising costs, hense destroying
competition.

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion
of current events

is

part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our
forefathers believed

that democracy was best served by a diverse
marketplace of ideas. If

the

FCC allows our media outlets to merge, our ability to
have cpen,

informed

discussion with a wide variety of viewpoints will be
compromised.

The public interest will best be served by preserving
media ownership
rules in question in this proceeding.

1 think it is important for the FCC to not only




consider the points of

view of those with a financial interest in this issue,
but also those

with

a social or civic interest.

With the serious impact these rule changes will have

on our democracy,

it

is incumbent on the Commission to take the time to
review these issues

more thoroughly and allow the American people to have
a meaningful say

in

the process.

Thank you,

Lia von Damm
Los Gatos, CA 95033

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo.
http://search.yahoo.com
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From: Lia vondamm

To: Mike Poweli

Date: Mon, Apr 28, 2003 1:10 AM

Subject: | do NOT support MEDIA CONSOLIDATION! NI

| am writing to you today to comment on Docket No.
02-277, The Biennial

Review of the FCC's broadcast media ownership rules.
In its goals to

promote competition, diversity and localism in today's
media market, |

strongly believe that the FCC should retain all of the
current media

ownership rules now in question. These rules serve the
public interest

by

limiting the market power of already huge companies in
the broadcast

industry.

| do not believe that the studies commissioned by the
FCC accurately

demonstrate the negative affects media deregulation
and consolidation

have

had on media diversity. While there may be indeed be
more sources of

media than ever before, the spectrum of views
presented have become

more

limited. PLUS, economically the mergers of media cause
JOB reduction {in a bad economic times, the last thing
we need are less jobs!) and with National advertising
small businesses are severly affected because thay
cannot afford the advertising costs, hense destroying
competition.

The right to carry on informed debate and discussion
of current events

is

part of the founding philosophy of our nation. Our
forefathers believed

that democracy was best served by a diverse
marketplace of ideas. If

the

FCC allows our media outlets to merge, our ability to
have open,

informed

discussion with a wide variety of viewpoints will be
compromised.

The public interest will best be served by preserving
media ownership
rules in question in this proceeding.

| think it is important for the FCC to not only
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consider the points of

view of those with a financial interest in this issue,
but also those

with

a social or civic interest.

With the serious impact these rule changes will have

on our democracy,

it

is incumbent on the Commission to take the time to
review these issues

more thoroughly and allow the American people to have
a meaningful say

in

the process.

Thank you,

Lia von Damm
Los Gatos, CA 95033

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo.
http.//search.yahoo.com
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